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DATA COLLECTION DESCRIPTION

DESCRIPTORS AND TYPES OF FACEBOOK POSTS MADE BY FIVE MASSACHUSETTS POLICE DEPARTMENTS FROM MAY 1, 2014 THROUGH JULY 31, 2014

SUMMARY: The purpose of this data collection was to provide data on the use of the social media platform Facebook (http://www.facebook.com) by five (5) Massachusetts police departments over a three (3) month period from May 1st through July 31st, 2014. The five (5) police departments represented the towns/cities of Billerica, Burlington, Peabody, Waltham, and Wellesley.  This data was taken directly from Facebook using API’s provided by Facebook. The data includes all “wall posts” made by the representative police departments during this time period and includes data variables such as the text of the posting, the number of “likes” and “shares” (likes/shares represent features available on the Facebook social media platform), information about who performed the “like” or “share”, and comments others made in response to the “wall post”.

EXTENT OF COLLECTION:  5 data files, one for each town represented.  The number of variables vary per town depending on the post with the maximum number of certain features found in the row (for example, the top number of comments for one police department could be 20 while another could be 30 – the latter dataset would contain 10 more columns per row to account for the maximum possible). The data collected included the time from May 1st, 2014 through July 31st, 2014.
City/Town: Billerica
Cases: 853
Variables: 477
City/Town: Burlington

Cases: 244
Variables: 177
City/Town: Peabody

Cases: 73
Variables: 321
City/Town: Waltham

Cases: 73
Variables: 387
City/Town: Wellesley

Cases: 105
Variables: 213
	DATA VARIABLES NAME, TYPE, AND EXAMPLE:



	Field Name
	Type
	Description
	Example

	actions
	n/a
	Actions represent the different features available based on this post.
	 

	actions_[0 to n]_link
	Link
	The web link of the action performed by the user in the facebook
	https://www.facebook.com/120835634624049/posts/797725766935029

	actions_0_name
	Text
	The label desribing the action that can be performed if the user selects the link
	"Comment", "Like"

	Application
	n/a
	Application represents the information about the tool used to create the post in Facebook. 
	 

	application_id
	Numeric
	ID of the application used to create this post
	1.7384764E14

	application_name
	Text
	The name of the application used to create this post
	"Facebook for iPad"

	application_namespace
	Text
	The short notation of the application name
	"fbipad_"

	caption
	Text
	The caption of a link in the post (appears beneath the name).
	"my.e2rm.com"

	comments
	n/a
	The details of the comments made by the user
	 

	comments_data_[0 to n]_can_remove
	Boolean
	Whether the comment can be removed
	 

	comments_data_[0 to n]_created_time
	Date/Time
	The date and time the comment was posted
	"2014-07-31T22:22:47+0000"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_from_category_l
	Numeric
	The category ID of the profile that made this comment
	161422930000000

	comments_data_[0 to n]_from_category_0
	Text
	The category description of the profile that made this comment
	"Government Organization"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_from_id
	Numeric
	The ID of the profile that made this comment 
	10202672820729400

	comments_data_[0 to n]_from_name
	Text
	The name of the profile that had made this comment 
	"Sarah Brodrick"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_id
	Text
	The id of the comment made by the user
	"822098594497746_822353231138949"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_like_count
	Numeric
	The number of likes the comment has received
	7

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message
	Text
	The content of the comment made by the user
	"We all know if the actual IRS wants your money, they're going to take it. They're not going to call ahead..."

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message_tags_[0 to n]_id
	Numeric
	The ID of the tagged profile in the comment
	10204473709940900

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message_tags_[0 to n]_like_count
	Numeric
	The number of likes the tagged comment content has received
	17

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message_tags_[0 to n]_name
	Text
	The name of the profile used as the description for the tag
	"Dennis Deveney Jr"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message_tags_[0 to n]_offset
	Numeric
	The location of the first character of the tagged text in the message
	12

	comments_data_[0 to n]_message_tags_[0 to n]_type
	Text
	The type of the message tag in the comment made by the user
	"user", "page", "group"

	comments_data_[0 to n]_user_likes
	Boolean
	Whether the viewer liked this comment
	false

	comments_paging_cursors_after
	Text
	This is the cursor that points to the start of the page of data that has been returned.
	"MjM="

	comments_paging_cursors_before
	Text
	This is the cursor that points to the end of the page of data that has been returned.
	"MQ=="

	created_time
	Date/Time
	The time of the last change to this post, or the comments on it.
	"2014-06-19T23:29:58+0000"

	description
	Text
	A description of a link in the post (appears beneath the caption
	"Please join me in supporting the Kidâ€™s Cancer Buzz-Off to help children fighting cancer and their families."

	from
	n/a
	Information about the profile that made this post
	 

	from_category
	Text
	Category of the profile that posted the message body
	"Government organization"

	from_category_list_[0 to n]_id
	Numeric
	 ID of the profile(that posted the message) in the specific category
	1.6142293E14

	from_category_list_[0 to n]_name
	Text
	Name of the profile (that posted the message) in that specific category
	"Government Organization"

	from_id
	Numeric
	Information about the profile that posted the message.
	1.2083563E14

	from_name
	Text
	
	"Waltham MA Police Department"

	icon
	Link
	A link to an icon representing the type of this post.
	https://fbstatic-a.akamaihd.net/rsrc.php/v2/yz/r/StEh3RhPvjk.gif

	id
	Text
	The post ID 
	"120835634624049_797725766935029"

	likes
	n/a
	Information about the profile that liked this post
	 

	likes_data_[0 to n]_id
	Numeric
	The id of the user who has performed the "like"
	705222829552834

	likes_data_[0 to n]_name
	Text
	The name of the user who has performed the "like"
	"Carmen Santiago"

	likes_paging_cursors_after
	Text
	This is the cursor that points to the end of the page of this data that has been returned.
	"MTAyMDI0MjkzNTUzMjAyOTM="

	likes_paging_cursors_before
	Text
	This is the cursor that points to the start of the page of this data that has been returned
	"NzA1MjIyODI5NTUyODM0"

	likes_paging_next
	Link
	The Graph API endpoint that will return the next page of this data. If not included, this is the last page of data. Due to how pagination works with visibility and privacy it is possible that a page may be empty but contain a 'next' paging link - you should stop paging when the 'next' link no longer appears.
	https://graph.facebook.com/v2.1/120835634624049_797394490301490/likes?access_token=CAAVw4hFmu2EBAONacpZB2twxOIIA7z6wXLA6Ir8DHzmr7gHgZA5ZCzCVt4KpZBOdkeR6GcotmP4M2gJ1lHgHJ4ZCi5HMfUL8pCdlattJMkno4qX4bvVqNZAGeT6OivNh7UOIW7JaqsyMnMNk0vci8hEseGDItZAa7P7YKZAb6ps3tNibf9IfvZBc0xAKJ3ZCDn1lwdyHLfaadzESCPZAtlg5TZAp&limit=25&after=MTAxMDAyNTY5MTcxNjMwNjc%3D

	link
	Link
	The link attached to this post.
	https://www.facebook.com/WalthamMAPolice/photos/a.638488369525437.1073741836.120835634624049/797394103634862/?type=1&relevant_count=1

	message
	Text
	The status message in the post.
	"This is the press release from the Shore Rd/Lazazzero Park incident earlier in the week.  As always report any suspicious info or persons to WPD.  If you have info on this incident call WPD Detectives at 781-314-3550 or the anonymous tip line at 781-314-3636.  You can also use our tip411 app on this page.  We have no further info at this time."

	name
	Text
	The profile's full name
	"One Missionâ€™s Kidâ€™s Cancer Buzz-Off"

	object_id
	Numeric
	The ID of any uploaded photo or video attached to the post.
	797724496935156

	picture
	Link
	The picture scraped from any link included with the post.
	https://scontent-b.xx.fbcdn.net/hphotos-prn2/v/t1.0-9/p100x100/10446490_797724496935156_5318387377466568573_n.jpg?oh=786ce53c79c2146cde4f2754122b7557&oe=54754FDD

	privacy_value
	Type
	The privacy setting of this post
	"everyone", "all_friends", ""friends_of_friends", "self", "custom"

	properties
	n/a
	A list of properties for any attached video, for example, the length of the video.The following properties such as href,name,text are those in this dataset
	 

	properties_[0 to n]_href
	Link
	The website reference link of the video,photo shared or attached in the post
	https://www.facebook.com/BostonPoliceDepartment?ref=stream

	properties_[0 to n]_name
	Text
	The property name
	"By"

	properties_[0 to n]_text
	Text
	The value of the property
	"Boston Police Department (Official)"

	shares_count
	Numeric
	The shares count of this post.
	28

	status_type
	Type
	The type of the post added by the users
	"shared_story","added_photos","wall_post", "mobile_status_update"

	story
	Text
	Text from stories not intentionally generated by users, such as those generated when two people become friends, or when someone else posts on the person's wall.
	"Waltham MA Police Department likes a profile."

	story_tags
	n/a
	Tag information for any tags identified in story
	 

	story_tags_[0 to n]_[0 to n]_id
	Numeric
	The ID of the story tag
	1.2083563E14

	story_tags_[0 to n]_[0 to n]_length
	Numeric
	The length of the story tag in terms of number of characters
	28

	story_tags_[0 to n]_[0 to n]_name
	Text
	The name of the user who was tagged in the message tag
	"Waltham MA Police Department"

	story_tags_[0 to n]_[0 to n]_offset
	Numeric
	Location of the first character of the tag
	0

	story_tags_[0 to n]_[0 to n]_type
	Text
	The type of tag being referenced
	"page"

	type
	Type
	Type of the post,whether it’s a status or the shared link
	"link","photo","status"

	updated_time
	Date/Time
	The time of the last change to this post, or the comments on it.
	2014-07-27T19:49:05+0000


